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Abstract

Introduction: Common kind assumption indicates that veridical
perception and hallucination are of a common fundamental kind. The
causal argument is purported to support the assumption: since it is
possible for the veridical perceptual experience and the hallucinatory
experience to have a same proximal cause, these experiences belong to
a common fundamental kind. In this respect, causal argument refutes
disjunctivism. Disjunctivism is a theory of perception which strictly
rejects common kind assumption. Martin endorses disjunctivism in
order to save naive realism (i.e. some of our perceptual experiences
take ordinary mind-independent objects as their constituents). Martin
tries to defend both disjunctivism and naive realism against the causal
argument.

Method: I study the different versions of the causal argument. The
argument relies upon the “same cause, same effect” principle.
Externalism rejects the principle. But the principle could be revised to
defend against externalism. The revised causal argument is a valid
argument. [ explain that the argument, although doesn’t conclude
common kind assumption, but creates a problem for naive realism.
The revised causal argument entails that the common property
between veridical perception and hallucination screens off naive
realism from delivering an explanation for veridical perceptual
experience. Martin proposes a solution for the problem. The only
common property between veridical perception and hallucination is
that both of them are indiscriminable form veridical perception. To
have a perceptual experience is to have a mental state which is not
indiscriminable through reflection from veridical perception. The
condition of indiscriminability is the necessary and sufficient
condition for being a perceptual experience. Thus the common
property which screens off naive realism from giving an explanation is
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indiscriminability from veridical perception. Naive realism would be
rescued. But hallucinatory experiences could only have negative
epistemological characteristics: being indiscriminable form veridical
perceptual experiences. In addition, I study alternative solutions:
Johnston’s and Fish’s. Then I survey the critical lines.

Findings:

Martin’s solution is not justified. The indiscriminability condition
is not the necessary and sufficient condition for being a perceptual
experience. The ability to discriminate (or, to judge that two events
are not-identical) is a high-order one. Some creatures with low-level
cognitive capacities, e.g. dogs and infants, lack the ability. Thus, for
these creatures, the indiscriminability condition meets trivially: all of
their perceptual experiences have the same phenomenal character.
This contradicts our ordinary intuition. Furthermore, I argue that
Martin’s negative disjunctivism (i.e. disjunctivism with this negative
commitment: the only positive mental characteristic of hallucinatory
experiences is the negative epistemological one) is incompatible with
empirical framework and findings. It seems that empirical evidences
support the idea that hallucinatory experiences have positive
characteristics. The evidences indicate that at least some of
hallucinations are physiologically very similar to veridical
perceptions. In addition, it appears that the negative thesis, in
principle, couldn’t be one of the scientist’s hypotheses concerning the
nature of hallucination. Lastly I claim that Martin’s solution couldn’t
fit with common sense.

Conclusion: The initial causal argument is not conclusive. It rests
on the “same cause, same effect” principle. The principle should be
rejected, given the externalist view. Thus the initial causal argument
couldn’t support the common kind assumption. But the revised causal
argument, although doesn’t reject disjunctivism, but screens off naive
realism as an explanation of perceptual experience.

Keywords: Perceptual Eexperience, Causal Argument, Common
Kind Assumption, Disjunctivism, Naive Realism, Same Cause, Same
Effect Principle.
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