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Abstract 

Contemporary models of "specific divine actions", mostly and regardless of 

differences, have shaken  with three metaphysical commitments, namely "The 

incompatibility of the divine act and the act of nature", "God's non-intervention" and 

also "the prescriptiveness of the laws of nature". What the following paper examines 

among these assumptions, is the first commitment or assumption. Neo-Thomism 

poses a serious challenge to the premises of incompatibilism within the frame of 

contemporary scientific theories and the only solution is to present alternative 

model. Nevertheless, the duality of nature and the supernatural as a common facet of  

compatibilism and incompatibilism is a berrier to both models providing a plausible 

explanation. Although, neo-Thomism s argument about longitudinal God–nature 

relationship fails to meet all expectations and they are faced with the dilemma 

between Deism and the denial of non-divine agency. Breaking the ontological 

boundaries between nature and the supernatural, there seem to be a possible solution 

to the dilemma. It seems monistic approach of Sadra developed two systems of unity 

“Tashkiky” and “Shakhsi” can be a solution to this problem. Thus, this essay 

examines Sadra argument to address the problem arised by “compatibilism” 

approach. 
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Method 

This article is written in a descriptive-analytical method based on Mulla Sadra's 

principles. 

Results and Discussion 

In what follows, to address the issue by relying on Sadra s argument, firstly, 

double causality, causal closure and the difficulty of explanation of the supernatural 

effect on nature which makes difficult to explain “special divine action” in the frame 

of “compatibilism” approach, will be analysed. Sadra theory and Thomistic view 

have tried to solve the problem through rejecting causal duality, that is, they deny 

the adequacy of physical causes. The possibility of the supernatural effect on nature 

by excluding the ontological aspects between them is one of the significant 

components provided by this paper. Given the key role of the concept of “existence” 

and “essence” in Sadra and Thomistic view in explanation of the supernatural and 

nature, by appealing to different versions of Sadra s argument about “Asalat al-

wujud” and Thomistic view, analysis of the relationships between these two 

concepts has been done. Finally, it is argued that the dualistic approach of Thomistic 

view and one of the version of “Asalat al-wujud” which is the identity of “existence” 

and “essence” fail to prove the possibility of the effect of the supernatural on nature. 

However, there are two other versions of “Asala al-wujud” can provide the solution 

to this problem.  
Conclusion 
What is suggested in this paper is only to show the power of Sadra s theory in 

breaking of the ontological boundaries between nature and Supernatural. Even two 

systems of “tashkiky unity” and “shakhsi unity” support this possibility. To solve 

the problem of “special divine action” through the breaking of the ontological 

aspects requires to be committed to components such as, the adequacy of the natural 

sciences, the laws of nature and noninterventionism commitment. 

Keywords: Special Divine Action, primacy of existence (Asalat al-wujud), tashkiki 

unity, Shakhsi unity, Mulla Sadra 
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 C���&�� �&4 ���*�
 3 -43�-1 #�
 �D��� 3 Pr3 Q�)$�� ��)r� ���	 @A$
    �&	 �&��� �&�  ��� -���<4 (+� �� �-
�� ��  .� �4�"3� (+� ~!I �	 �>	�� (+� %5F$

�
�,;� �+��$ %/� �	 3 �C��	 �� ����    ��&�4G (&	 �r�&$ 3 �r�$ ���3 #3-	 �2�)$�� ��4�.���
  .-��	 ���6�	  

    �w�&
�$ �!&;5' M�&N4 �� ( ��
 3 ���3 #�
 �*+�'�,
 �+��$) ��)
 3 %�� (+� ���3
  �&	 � &�)2 �/�H �� -43�-1 �r�
  5H�' ��)r�  �� �� �� #G #��;!
 @A$  �&
 �&7,4 -

�E"   �,&;� �+�&�$ %&/� �	 ��)2��' �
�  /�1� �	  );4  �)2 ��+E��4 f�!4 .��  ��4�&.���
        �&	 P&�H �M�&H  &5H�' �&� �&� �-&:� ��  .� -43�-1 ���	 0�1 W��'� ��)r� C�� -.

    �&
�	 �&,*4 (&�� �� �&4 �4�"3�  5H�' �	 (+-:,�
 �-�,
 ��a��,H� .��� C-�� �+�O$ -

4�
 ��*+�'�,
 �+��$ .��1  J&�  �)2��' 3  �)2 #�
 �5H �r�$ 3 �r�$ �>	�� @�+E� �� L
   �&��
 =�&� �D,;	�3 3 �"-��� M��6 ����
 �	 ���$ �>	�� (+� �� #G �D
 � .� #G ��7+� ��

.���  
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�>	�� (�� (+-:,�
 �e�*���
 �
� 3� �� ��  �)2��' 3  �)2 #�
 ��  �&�A1 #��$
:���  

1 .��$ -43�-1 �;!$ (+� �	       ���&� (&+� �� �&� � &.� �&+�4�r %&5H ��-��D4 3 ~'�I �
 .��� -���<4 %*�
 %I �	 �*��2 -       �C�&D4 (&+� �� �&�)2 %&5H �	 -43�-1 �r�$ �	 -��$

   �� �&� �-&�� %�H �*+�' %5H ��� �	 ���-1� �� �� ��  .� ��O,
 ���� (+� �	 ���$
    C�"-&+� �&	 ���&� (+�occasionalism  ����  &�"��	.)Polkinghorne 2009: 101  Murphy 

2009: 271-272;   Clayton1997: 177; Tracy 2009: 237;(  

�
 �����
 (+� �� %
�$ �	   �+�&�$ 3  &�)2��' 3  �)2 �/�H #�
 =�*� ��  '�+�� #��$
�,;�?� �3� #G #�
 �,1���     �&	 -&��$ 3  &.� �&4�"3�  5H�' C�"-+� �	 #�-:,�
 9�'


 �/�2 Q�)$��     �&
� �D4�&"3� . &.� C��&)4 ?<	��r �@�D4 (+� �x$ �� C��I 3� (+� #�
  �&	  );4 �/3�  5H  5H�' �3� #G #�
 Q�)$�� ����6�	 #�*
� M-H 3 �*+�'�c 3 �*+�'
       -&43�-1 ���&	 �M�&H %&�' ��&)r� �&	 ���6 �,+��4 3 C��� ?��� �;�� �H�4 �	 �� �+�4�r %5H


 �� �*�+� (�a .��	 -���1      .-&� -&���1 �&�,�
 ��&D+� W�*&�� �	 �L4�
 (+� (,��-4�	 #�
  #�&*
� �&	 ��:,H� ���� �� 0�1 W��'� P:F$ @�+E�     � &�)2 ��  &�)2��' f�&!4 ��+E&��4

 C�"-+� �	 �C-� ��)2  5H ��� �	 ��/�  5H ��+�D+�� �	 �+�"�4"  ��6�&
 %&5H  /���" 
Occasionalism)(3 ,�
 �-43�-1 �/��$ (,'� (	 �� 3  .-� -���1 ��  

   ���&	 �� #�&4G @A$ ��;
�$�4 #��*!,
 =�2 �� �;/��3� (+� %I �� �4��$�4 �+ 3 M��	�
. .� C-4�.�4 R�5>
 �7,4 �	 ����:,4� (+� �	 Y.��  

��5.     (,&.G  &.���4 �&;!$ ��� w�����G C�"-+� �	 ���3 �e�*�� W�X;
 ��  �� ��&'
�
 �4�"3�  5H�'�  .� -:,�
 �-4��  �� �&/3�  5H �r�$ W��' ��� �)�� �	 ���$ 3� �;!$ �

  w�&
�$ C�"-+� �� ��/� %�' �� %
�� �;!$ �� 3� #�	 �	 . .� C-� �,'�" C-+��4 ��+�4�r %5H
      �� ��&6�5<
 �&	 %&�H �3�&4 3 ��&�3 ��>H� .-��	 ���$ ���
 -+�	 �)�� ���� ������G

4G �4�),�� 3 ~!I �4 3 ��4G  :51 ��-,	��)�� �� �:	 �� ��    �-�,&;� �&�/� %&�' ��,;+� ���
  #��&�H �	 -43�-1 g.�$ ��4G ��"��� �	 3 %�H ���	 �+�4�r %5H t+�F$ �3� (+� ���� �� 3

�)�� �� ��� ���	���/� %�' ��+�� ����)�� �� W3� ���
 qa�$ �� .-4�    &!" -&+�	 ��+�� ���
3�4 3 ���3 {�F/ (+� ��5<
 �	 -43�-1 ���  �&5I�
 (+� �� �*5	 � ;4 ���$ ���
 ��6�

#��� �4��4 #���H �	 . .� %�H ���	 ��5<
 b�F
 -43�-1  ��"��&� �	 �� #�;4� �� ��2
��4 #G �	 �"-4�	 3 ���3 ��6�� %�
 ����	�     �&
�	 %&�H ���&	 �� #G �&*5	 �-&��  �-&4��D4�
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�3�4  .��1�� 3 t+�F$ �	 �� ��)2 ����
 �� %�' �4 -43�-1     ��&7+� �%&�H ���&	 #G
�
    R�&;F
 �&� ���&	� %�' %H�' ���1 �t+�F$ �	 C3AH -43�-1 ��+�� �)�� �D+� �� .-��
�
  . ��� -���1 ?:4 ��r�$ ��7+� �� ����	� ��1 -�4��� ���	� C-4�"��� �	 �� ��� ���  

      -&43�-1 ?&:4 3 �&/3� �� ���&	� ?&:4 #��&	 �4��� �	 �� �)�� 3� (+� #�
 �+��$ 3�  ��
�
 ���$ �
3�     M-&H 3 �&+�4�r 3 �&/3� %&5H #�
��� ?:4 ��)r� �	 %/� �� �
� (�� 3 -��

�
 ��4G %�' #��	 �,	�6�    ��:,&;
 ���&D	 ���&6 �NIA
 ���
 @��1 ��)2 %H�' �"� .-4��
       %&�' #G �3� �3�&4 �&	 �&�  &.� ��&� �%�' t+  5H W�I (+� �	 .���� �r�$ ?/�5�
 ��

�
 M�74�   %&5H �&	  );4 �-1 (+��	��	 � .� �/3� %H�' ��5�� %H�' ����	� �	 �;+�:
 �� .���
) . .� %�H �� �5��  5H ���4�r W��'Silva 2015 : 109-112  �4 3Idem 2011: 9-12(  

�4��D4 �	 ���$ 3 ��4�r %5H (,��� ?:4 �	 C��	3� -��$ ��     &+�!� ~&!I ���&
 �� ��
 -��$ ��5. ���)2 M�5H�
 �&�+� �/3�  5H �� �"� -����       ��)&� W�&5�
 �&
�  &.� �&$

    �&4 3 W�&5�
 (&+� ��7+� ��  .� �+�4�r  5H �5H �3�4 �� ��� ���� �+�4�r %5H �	 ��,�	
�
 (�
 �� �D+� W�5�
) .-��Silva 2014 B: 279-282(  

 �&�+� �D,;	�3 @�+E� �� �� �4 ����3��      �&	 M�&D�� �-&43�-1 �&	 ��&6�5<
 ��  �&D+�
(+� �� ��6�5<
  +�!� 3 WA:,.� ~!I � .� �;
�$�4 #��*!,
�
 ()$ �4�":-��  

��+� �D,;	�3 #�
  �� .w�&*�
 �4  .� �:,;
 �>	�� ���5<
 �3�4 3 -43�-1 �	 ��
�	�7$(+� ���H ����
 �N4 �	 ��2�,;	�3 ��D+� �	 �
� t+ �� �� �� -.�   �-&��	 �&$

���1�	 ��,�� ��-6 ��      (&+� m/�&<
 �&:6� -&43�-1 �&	 ��6�5<
 Q�)$�� �
� � .� ��
 #���H �	 �� ��D+� -43�-1 . .�"��D+�" �
 P51   @��&�3 �&���� �� ���2 �	 -��
�
 ~!I �� %�H ���	 ?,'�� 3�
 ���G ��1 ��-6 �� �� #G 3 -�� ���E&" )Edwards 

2010: 48(  

Y.�� (���
 R�;F
 �5� �	 3� �
�" -�� �� �+��     �&4��� �� #�&�d�� �&
� ���&�
�,;� =�*� #��� �� 3  �)2 �	  �)2��' �D4�"3� %*�
 #���  ��&�r �3� (+� �,1���

   �&5H ��&2�)$�� @�+E� 9�H ��  .� �5H g	� t+ �$�3�a �� ��� �*�+� ��H�� .���-4
   t&+�F$ .��&� -���<4 %I �� �F	 ���
 �/�;
 ���6�5<
 3 -43�-1 #�
 �3-F
 3 0�1

����
#��d4G �3� =�2 �� ���	� #���H �	 ��4G ��"��� �	 �+ 3 -43�-1 g.�$ ��  �&	 ��5. ��
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     #�&
 �/�&O$� 3 ���&1�	 �&>:4  .� M�e -��	 �� �/��$ (
�a -���<	 �"� ����� -��$ #G
.-�� #��4 �*+�' 3 ���
 �
� �	  �)2��'  

�5H �d,+�@�D4 �*�+� �c��;
�$�4 @�D4 �5�� �� �,�. ���   �� �&�/� %�' ���
 ��
W-
 �	 ���3 �e�*�� �1�	 ��,'�"��4 ��5H ���  3 %��&;
  .� -:,�
 W�I (+� �	 �
� -�	

?.��C-� ��� �C-�4 %I #��d�� �C�"-+� (+� �� �+��     W�&�,
 -&43�-1 �&"� 3� #�&	 �	 .-4�
�>:4 �� J� ��� M�74� -+�	 ���)2 #��� �� ��  .� ���1 =�-�� ����� 3  .�  %&�' ��

     #�&	 �&	��	 �� �&;
�$�4 @�&D4 3� �N4 �� .��� -���1 ���6A
 �*+�' ���-�+G�' �	 ��/�
�
 �/3�  5H �4�D� �*�+� �&
  
3�:
 �-�� M�74� �*+�' q>. �� ��H �x$ t+ -4��$ -

�
 ���
 #��� �4�D� �C3AH �	 -��     �� -&��	 �,&��� ��&�3 �-&1 �	 �+��)
 Q�)$�� �� -4��$
�,;� �+��$ ��H�� ���� �� �/�I    �&
 ��&5<
 �&c 3 ��&5<
 ���6�3 #�
 �4�.���  ���&�

)Ritchie 2017: 369-371( 

    ���&	 �� ��&D+� �&;
 �;
�$�4 #��*!,
 �1�	 � .� C-� h). �e�*��  .� (+�
�
 ������ ���� �4��4 #���H �	 .-4�" ?� �� �5X;
 ���$ zA>�� ��� �	 -��"  &5H" 

 �� C��3" ���" �"� 3� �N4 �� .��� C��!,.� �" 5H" �
�	 �� ���O$   ��&4 #G �� �&� ��3G
  �&�5� �-���	 �� �3��+3� �+�4�r 3 �/3�  5H ��  .� (+� M�5,;
 3  .� �5H g	� t+ �	

" ���" ��4�	 �� �.�	�� (��#��4 �� �74G �� .��3G   -&43�-1 #�&
 �::I �,.3� C-���
) . .� ��6�5<
 3Dodds 2012: 162(  

     �&	 3 �&+�4�r 3 �&/3�  &5H #�
 �D4�"3� #��	 #�
 �� �-� �� zA>�� �x$ (+� �	 3�
      Y&.�� �&4  &��I (&+� �&
� � .3� #G #�
 0�1 �5H ��2�)$�� (,'�+ �� �+��� #G W�)4�

?/�� �	  );4 �'���	3� #G �	 �;
�$�4 �� �+����4 ����' � .3�   ��&iI �&	 -��$ .-��
    �� ��&6�5<
 �&	 3� �&D,<
G M-H �	 -��$ (�a  �)2 �	 3� �-I3 3  :51 �� -43�-1

. .� C-� ��� �?<	  +�a� �!;5' ()$ #3-	 �3� ��.  

��4 �� �4 R���"l+3 �� -4��$  �� #G �&'�2 �� 3 -��K	 ��� �4�"3�  5H�'  )�
 ���
�
 �$��3EF
 ������� ���X$ �	 C�"-+� (+� P!5$ �-�	�� #��&�4   �&
 ����&�� ��  ) .-&��

(cobb 2009: 391- 406 �
 �N4 �	 �
�W-
 �	  �"��	 �-.���� C��	3� ��5H ���  �����-&4�
 �)2.-��	 �,��� �� �� �� �4�+��"  
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2.3.1.4  ��;	 ->�"2!N�"  �"
;'�	" *�;8M��, :"I�>	 ���	� *��DK�� �  

�
 �N4 �	 �-� �,!" �d4G P)2#�
 �� �-.�  �,&;� �����
 #��	    �&4�"3� #�&
 �&.���
"���3"  3" ��
"    �&4�"3� (&+� g&.�$ C-
G ���3 �	 �3EF
 �� �+��� �� P'�$ (
�a �

   (,'�&" �&N4 �� (�a ���-� ��+-4� �� #G �� ���),H� �:5$ 3  ��
 ?:4 (,.��3�' . .�
   �&;!$ ���&	 ���&�3 t*�$ �+�N4 h/�6 �� �/�H ���	 �)$��
 �5;5. ��,1�.  C��&	3� �� ��

�.�.3 �#G �	 ���3 �e�*�� �� �+�" 3 ���"��.   3� �&	 �+3��&+3� ����3 (+� �	 � .� �D4�
    �&+�:$ #G L&)$ �&	 3 �!&;5' M�N4 (+� �� �O<� �-I3 3 �**�$ �-I3 ��*+3�  ��&�

 �� �3�!,
" ��
  +��),H�"?� �� ������ C�� ��
 3�  .-�4  

 �	 ��  .� ��3�a �,*4 (+� ��f     �$-&�H ��+��-&� M�&N4 �� �&)$��
 �5;5. C�D4  ��
�>.�3 P+�2 ��  �)2 �/�H �	 -43�-1 Q�)$���
 C-�� �+�O$ �	 �4�
 ���   @�+E&� .��&�

 #�� ���
�"������ ���	
"    &5H �	 -+�
 �4 C��
 �/�H �	 �:,;
 Q�)$�� �� -43�-1 �+��$ 3

�
   %&	�:
 �&>:4 �+ C�D4 (+� @�+E� �� `��' .���   �>&.�3 �&!4 �&��+ #G    W�&I �� �&d4G ��&�
     ��&�3 ��&)r� 3 C��&
 �/�&H �� ��  .� ��+�O$ � .�  ��� ����� ��,��4 (+� �� ��a�I

�
 �����  �)2��' �r�$ ���	 #G �� �"���"  �6�-&O
 ��  �)2��' �*�+� {�F/ #3-	 ���
  .-	�	  

  

2.4 ��>� :&D>�� �2 �P -��<�	 Q�>1	 � 
�;8M  

�D4 %	�:
 ���4�"3� @ #G ��  �)2 ��-O
 �� ��D4�"����
" �
 �,'�" �N4 ��   �&	 ���&�
    � &�)2��' #�&d��  &�)2 ��-O
 ���-� �!;5' �� ���3  /��� %�� ���)
" ��&�3" 

. .�5  (�/�,�/��-�)1981 � :1 �419 -418    � :�&�� �&4 37 �158    �&�� �&4 31302 :�
118 �)2 3  �)2��')  I�. 3� (+� %5F$ (   �� �&)$��
 �5&;5. ��,1�. R������ �� (

���3 t*�$ %�� ���)
 �	 -I�3  ::I6 �&
 ������
 �� 3� #G #�
 �+��$ �    &�)2 .-&��
�)$�
M��6 3 ���
 3 C�D,.�1 ��  .� ���3 -I�3  ::I �� ���)$�
 �#G C-���  �� �&D+� ��

�
 %*�$ ��  ::I (+�   (�/�,�/��-&�) -&��1981 � :1 �81 -80(     �&"l+3 �&�  &.�-�
         �g&	�� ����&�3 �&	  )&;4 %:,&;
 ��&�3 �+��-&� zA>&�� �	 �+ �+�� q>. #��	 M�:


�>	�� �	 b�,�
        @�&D4 �� ��&��
 �&	 v&F
 ��&�3 #��&�H �&	 -43�-1 #�
 ��  .� ��
�4�"3��
 C-�� �+�O$ �	 ��D4�      �&	 -&+�	 �&N4 ���&
 ��&O:
 �	 #-.�  �� (+��	��	 .-�
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�!/�
 W�)4� ���"l+3 3�>	�� (�� �D+� ���   �"-&��� M��&6 �	 C3AH %:,;
 ���3 .��	 ��
   -&+�	 g&	�� �����3  +�� (+��	��	 .-��	 �4��$ �#G �5H ���r�$ �x$ �	  .� M�e �g	�� �	

�4�" �	   �3�&	 �� ��&1 �*�+� (�a ���E" ��	 �$��x$ (�� ���	 �� �i' �� ��� m+��$ ��
�5H ���r�$.� �� @�   M��&6 ?&:4 �&��$ @�+E� .-��	 �����1�	 �);4 �/A:,   ���&	 �"-&���

  Q�&)$�� �>.�3 �	 �5H ���r�$ �3�	 �� g	�� �����3 ?:4 ��*4� �%	�:
 �� �+ %:,;
 ���3
 �&
 #�+��4 C��	3� �� ��/� �c  5H�' ��*4� 3 �;�� %*�
 �%:,;
 �	 P�H   �� J&� .���&.

/�
 3� (+� g	�� �����3  +�� (�$:-���	 �N4-
 -+�	 �!  

1 - %:,;
 ���3 �	 ���6 �*/�I �� g	�� �����3     �&	 j,&<
 �&5H ���r�&$ ����� -4�
.-���	 ��1  

2 - �4�" �	 g	�� �����3  +��       ��)&;4 WA:,&.� (&H �� �&� ��&� �&,'�" �N4 �� ��
.��� ����' ��4G �� %:,;
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